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THE BEST IN
THE LAN

Work Progressing Satisfac-
torily on Holt County's
$150,000 Drain-
age Canal

—

25,000 ACRES OF BOTTOM
LAND WILL BE BROUGHT
INTO HIGH STATE
OF CULTIVATION

This Vast Area of Redeemed
Land Can be Made to
Produce 1,500,000
Bushels of Corn
or 700,000
Bushels of

Wheat

e of the most glgantic  ralnage
projects In the history of onr state
has been on in Holt conmy  for the
past 1wo years, and after battling he-
roleally to attaln every legal right
‘under the law, the great diteliing
minehiinery and o large toree of men
have been at work for the past twelve
mont s making w dradnmge canal some
seven mibles in lengthoand a width of
100 feet, and 6 1o 16 Teet deep with
Fmmense levees, mieasuring ten feel
in helghit,

It taps the Bg Tarkio river above
Corning sotmwe two mbles, and near the
Atehilson county line. s course s
southwest and passes between Corne.
Ing and Cralg. emptylng Its mlghty
volume of water to the soutlhwest of
Cralg, where old Marietta used 1o be,
We term 1t a diteh or dralnage canal,
but It s more properly an artiticlal
river bed for the waters of the Hig
“Tarklo river,

Blg Tark has done  untold damage
and injury to the entire bottom sec-
tion from Corning to Bigelow, by Iis
shakellke form eausing overflows,
which foods the section mentioned
during hieavy ralnfalls,

Itis a glgantic undertaking, but
the losses caused by L hese Hoods, Hnal-
1y aroused those who have continual-
Iy suffered, to do something, and
hionee the coming Into  existence of
the Big Tarklo Deainage Distriet. In
addition to the main canal It wili
have 25 milos of latterals, and some ¥
wihles of levees, these with the old
river bed It s fully beleved will be
ample to take care of any overflow
wiater thiat may come, and thus no
more serlous damage from  disastrous
Aoods In the Tuture. It will reclalm
large bodles of lund that have hiereto-
fore been next to useless on wecount
of the frequent overflows, and make
these lands far more valuable and
productive.

The original movers looking to the
organization of this drainage dist riet
encountered more bitter opposition
from those whomn the project was in-
tended to benetit than did Columbus
with the people in his disy In his at-
tempt to convinee them that the
world was round. The two years of
controversy and litigation to secure
the most feasible right of way has af-
forded evidence of the fact that ho-
man nature s muoeh thie same theworld
over, Most every farmer was wills
ing to admit that the drainage canal
Wik i necessity, but  some wanted o
see It cut througly the other fellow’s
land.

Obstacles both legal and  personal
had to be overcome, and every Inch
of legal grounds on the part of objec-
tors had to be met and overcome,
Damages had 1o be adjudicated in
and out of court, and sometimes the
commissioners would feel discouraged,
but would be buoyed up by their
counsel, and still Hght on—even up 1o
the present day, dumages are belng
contended Tfor. The dredge boat
passed through the right of way four
miles northwest of Cralg on Sept, I8,
1911, A temporary loop track was
bullt about 200 feet around the place
for the use of the tralns, untdl the
dredyger had cut the channel and the
new steel bridge was put  Into place,
The bridge wus completed  Wednes-
day, September 20, the loop track Lias
been torn ont and the dredger wenl
on its way toward the old  Missouri,
about tive mbles further.

One or two farmers who had songht
to enjoin the rallroad company from
laying the temporary tracks through
thelr premises, appeared on the scene
Sunday, Sept. 17, with wespons and
attempted to prevent the work, but
the rallroad men in charge of thecon-
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struction sent for the sherllt, who
restored peaceful relatlons,  What-
ever damages 1hat liave been litturred
will Hkely be adjusted in the courts,
This Is only one of the many troubles

thiat have come 1o the commissioners |

and thelr attorney, W, . Richards,

In the past six or elght years bat
two profitable crops have been ralsed
on these 25,0000 acres of land, and in
the past fve years hardly & crop, on
much of 1t searcely a carload of grain
hias been produced from that fme-
mense body of lamd,  Year after year
these farmers, with new-born  cours
ape, have broken the ground, planted
the seed, witnessed the sprouting of
the graln, swiled, anticipating rich
hiarvests; and yearly the Hoods have
smothered the tender sprouts and
buried the farmers’ hopes benenth an
intand sea of water., Such land, in
such condition, is worse than  value-
less.  IU wastes & man's thoe, The
sobl of the Missourl bottom s as rleh
as that of the valley of the Nile, and
Indestruetible  and whthout bottom.
A few big corn crops will not only
put these owners In - excellent  Hoane-
clal shape, but will enbance the value

of the land much more than the cost
per were  for putting  the diteh

The heavier black line marks the course of the Drainage Canal; the lighter, the boundaries of the District.

through.

IE bl of this 25000 aeres were In
prowing corn, it shiould yleld to busl-
els per aere, or @ total of S50 bush-
els annually, or 550,000 bushels In

Lty 1,500,000,
Ptotal of wheat, and other gralns and
warden stull: horses, cattle, hogs,have

an wgual value to chat of thecorn, U

Ceistriet to be reclalmed, has lost In

the past tive years atotal value of five |
million of dollars, or 860,00 per year. !

These esthmates are surely conserva-
tive.

I thie digging of the Hig Tarkio
drndnage ditelia tuet has  developed
whieh painfully argues the loss from
erosion  water wash In the adjoin-
ing Wil country.  The big steam
shovel of the  dredge-boat  uneovered
fenew wlght Test below the surface of
the land, The posts, belng  under
cover, hinve not rotted - even the wire
ix yet in bolng. Think what this -
plies.  This seetlon has not been in-
habibted by white people over elghty
YUArs,

Wire, for fencing purposes, Is o ¢on-
cept of the last half century. Yel

ts and fence wire were found elght
eel beneath the surfuce. But this

tive years, worth at 40 cents per bush- |
Presuming that the

sugpests only hall the faet, 1t hap
pens thst the dradoage ditel s ex-
aetly on the lne of the buorled and
forgotien tenve. ‘The blg shovel un-
vovered and dug up nearly a half mile
of the fence  all of it burled deeply,
T'he fact wlsosuggests the great vol-
ume of water which fows in from the
bobbis, sinee the diet whileh covered the
fence conld come  from  no other
sOuree.

and Johin Hall.

e,

AL wmeetbong Dedd on | 1, O Oetobwer 90, PNEL gt Tis
duly 2he thits commilttes reported b meeting held wt Rlgelow, 0 was
Ltoon geres lind been pledged and de- [ agreed that the name for the pro-

clded to take up the gquestion of or-
wunbantion und the Tollowing were ap-
pointed a4 commitiee to deting the
terchtory  to be Ineluded do the  petd-
F. W,
JoF, Breldgeman, W, 0, Randall, Sam
Kalin, W,

pon the slgnlng of a petition by a
majorlty of the land owners in

Ltion:

The Beginning.

The Initlal steps taken 1o ereate | ney, G, W, Murphy was authorkzed 1o
g Parkio Dralnage Distriet, oceurs [ confess & motion to dissolve  incorpos
redd wt Cradg on Saturday, Joly 5, 000, ratlon of  Big Tarkio Draloage  Dis
No. 2,
form and time,

when a number  of representative |
landow ners of overtfiowed lands In it
section of the county near Blgelow, |
Crealg and Corndng mel, amnd alter

reached by those present that it wis
thme somet biing was done 1o redecm
Land make this large body of land safe
[ from overflow.  Frank K. Allen was
Lelumen as  president, who named he
following committes (o look into the
matter of the consolidation of Tarkio
Dralnage Districts Nos, 1 and 2: Asa
sharp, A. 1n Cunningham, W. .
| Randall, Harmon Ohlenselilen, ¥, W,
| Walter, 1, F. Urldgeman, Sum Kalin

territory south of No, 2,

Lriet

el dralnage  seheme  shonld s
The Big Tarkio Dewdvage Distriet.

O Oetober 20, 1, thils commit=
tee agnin met at Bigelow  and a pro-
position was subadtted by 11 1L Wi
Hivms looking to the ineluding  of
Little Tarkio Deadoage Distriet No,
Lin the proposed  Blyg ‘Parkio Draln-
the Vage Distriet,  This was declined  for
thelr wttors | the reason that Big Tarkio had no
Jurisdiet fon.

Preat b agadn now enters the runks
of these promuoters: on March 1,
10, sam Kahin, chalrman of this
[ eommitiee, died, and the committee

Waulter, Jdnn, AL Huek,

H. Richards.

whiteh was done In due

Al this July meeting o committee, | met gt Blgelow, March 24, 1900, and
vonststing of  Saim Kahin, Lot Hrown, | named 3, F, Bridgeman s chalrimang
somg diseossion. the coneluslon was ! dohin Stadler, Thos. Pebley, W, A and  passed becoming  resolul ions on

Randall, Jdno.
Murphy, wis numed to tuke actlon
looking to the employment of wn ats
torney, and the preparation of the
leganl stops Tor the formation of the
drainage district,

O Odetaber tth, 1, this commit-
toe met at. Higelow and selected W.
Richards as attorney In chief,

H.
with (i,

Mr, Murphy died, hiowever, Nov, i,

-1_-_-__;?!‘. pot

A the death of thelr co-worker,

The naming of the attorneys meant
business, and the beginning of one of
thet most colossal  legul Jobs ever un-
dertaken In our county wnd, without
fuss or feather, Mr. Richands began
the work, and November I8th, 1900,
the petition wus ready and was Hled,
asking for the Incorporation of By

Buck and ti, W,

—

W. Murphy ast assistant.

(Continued on Page Four.)
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